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July 28, 2017
Dear Mrs. Owori:

The Japanese Rotarians and their families have been sharing memories and recall how
Sam inspired them through his hard work as a Rotarian and as a dedicated civil servant. It
is clear that his impact and legacy are remembered worldwide.

| attended the Rotary International Convention held on June, 2017, in Atlanta. Then | was
a new District Governor Elect. It was an unforgettable occasion to me in my life that | had
the chance to listen RI President-nominee’s Acceptance remarks delivered by Mr. Sam
OWORI. | was much moved to be there.

In particular, in the beginning of Sam’s speech, he introduced Professor Charles Olweny,
who was one of his close friends, his mentor and also who invited Sam to Rotary.

Sam introduced two successful Rotary projects, starting with a young Karimajong girl,
Margaret Rose Illukol, whose face had been badly damaged by a hyena when she was left
sleeping alone in the thatched hut of her nomadic parents.

The Rotary Club of Kampala took up this case, and after wide press publicity, Australian
Rotarian came ahead to American Rotarians, taking Margaret from Kampala and took her
to Newcastle, Australia, where it took more than 20 complicated surgeries over several
years for her face to be restored. Margaret not only survived, but went on ahead to
become a registered nurse at the same hospital where she had been treated.

This story took me into an unbelievable situation of Rotary’s world. The close
collaboration among Africa, America and Australia in Rotary had worked effectively and
bloomed. This is one of the symbolical Rotary stories which is showing the power of Rotary
in "Rotary Serving Humanity” and also “Rotary: Making a Difference.” This story has
become a source of power in myself in Rotary Service as a District Governor until now.
Rotary is facing a turning point of its strategy, risk control of organization and corporate
governance. Now is the time we need Sam’s expertise. Rotary miss Sam.

On behalf of the whole Rotarians and their families of D-2690, Sumie, my wife, and | pray
that you and the Owori family may be blessed by the amazing grace.

DG and Mrs. Tadashi lkegami,
D-2690, (Okayama,Tottori & Shimane Prefectures. JAPAN)
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